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Berchtold had now "brought about a clear situation" by
his fait accompli. When the Russian Ambassador came to
propose "direct conversations," Berchtold told him that
he could not accept the Serbian reply as a basis for discus-
sion, "because war on Serbia has been declared today." 52
Similarly Berchtold informed Germany and England that
Grey's proposal for a conference came "too late," and, "in
view of the state of war already existing, has been out-
stripped by events";53 and also that Austria "would have
to decline any suggestion of negotiations on basis of
Serbian reply. Prestige of the Dual Monarchy was now
engaged, and nothing could prevent conflict."54
The precipitate declaration of war by Austria thus fore-
stalled the English and Russian proposals for taking the
Serbian reply as a basis for negotiations. It created a new
situation. To meet this new situation, several new pro-
posals for preserving the peace of Europe, and at the same
time satisfying Austria and Serbia, were quickly forth-
coming from Germany and England (but no longer from
Russia). One of these in fact was outlined by the Kaiser
several hours before he was aware that Austria had declared
war. It is commonly known as the "pledge plan" or "Halt
in Belgrade" proposal.
gives an interesting history of it in Current History, Oct., 1927, p. 95. As
telegraph connections with Belgrade were broken ofi, it was sent via
Czernowitz and Bucharest.
The first draft of the declaration of war gave, as one of the grounds
for war, the Serbian provocation at Temes-Kubin, but as this was not
confirmed, it was omitted from the final declaration of war. Some
writers believe that the Temes-Kubin rumor was invented to deceive and
persuade Francis Joseph, and it is significant that Conrad makes no men-
tion of it. Berchtold explained to the Emperor next day, July 29, that the
Temes-Kubin conflict had been too insignificant to include in the Declara-
tion to Serbia as a ground for war; Gooss, p. 218.
52 Berchtold to Szapary, July 28, 11:40 P.M.; A.R.B., II, 95.
53Berchtold to Szogyeny, July 28, 11:00 P.M.; and to Mensdorff.
July 29, 1:00 A.M.; A.R.B., II, 81, 90.
54Bunsen to Grey, July 28, 1:10 P.M.; B.D., 227; c/. also 226, 230;
K.D., 313; and A.E.JB., II, 62.